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Hard Bargaining in Sumatra is an artfully written and penetrating examination of interactions between
Western travelers and Toba Batak wood carvers in the souvenir marketplaces of Samosir Island, North
Sumatra. Toba Batak carvings, ranging from simple human figures of wood to elaborately engraved water
buffalo horns, are described in tourist guidebooks and by Toba Batak vendors alike as "traditional" and
"antique," despite many recent changes and inventions in form. This pathbreaking work investigates how
notions of place and self are constructed by the travelers and the Bataks in the context of ethnic tourism. The
author proposes that these interactions be understood in light of Louis Marin's concept of utopics, suggesting
that tourist venues such as hotels and marketplaces are neutral spaces where both locals and visitors can act
out behaviors that would ordinarily be constrained by their respective cultures. Rich in ethnographic
description and employing a lively narrative style, Hard Bargaining in Sumatra is essential reading for
students and scholars with interests in anthropology, cultural studies, globalization and tourism research, art
history, and identity studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Perez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Hard Bargaining in Sumatra: Western Travelers and Toba Bataks in the
Marketplace of Souvenirs (Southeast Asia).

Shawn McDonald:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Hard Bargaining in Sumatra: Western Travelers and Toba Bataks in the Marketplace of Souvenirs (Southeast
Asia).

Roy Matsumoto:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the book untitled Hard Bargaining in Sumatra: Western Travelers and Toba Bataks in the Marketplace of
Souvenirs (Southeast Asia) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Roy Taylor:

You can get this Hard Bargaining in Sumatra: Western Travelers and Toba Bataks in the Marketplace of
Souvenirs (Southeast Asia) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge



are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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