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The culmination of years of fieldwork in southern Malawi, River of Blood reconstructs the beginnings of the
Mbona martyr cult, follows its history to the present day, and reveals the fascinating intersections of an
indigenous belief system with European Christianity.

In the cult of Mbona, the central African mythology of the snake that is beheaded to make the rains come has
been combined with a more spiritual interpretation: the snake has been transformed into a human martyr and
redeemer. According to the cult, the rainmaker Mbona was tracked down by his enemies; they cut off his
head, and his blood formed the River of Blood. Mbona returned as a storm wind and asked that a shrine be
dedicated in his name.

J. Matthew Schoffeleers recounts how the Portuguese presence in Zambezia in the period 1590–1622 led to
more than three decades of internecine warfare and caused the people of southern Malawi tremendous
suffering. In response to this political oppression and social upheaval, Schoffeleers shows, the people looked
to Mbona, their “black Jesus,” for redemption.

Beyond reconstructing the cult’s genesis, Schoffeleers traces its recent history, particularly in political
context. He provides texts of seven cult myths from different historical periods in both Chimang’anja and
English. His analysis presents the Mbona myth as a continuous social construction and deconstruction.
Emphasizing the impact of political and spiritual oppression on the cult, he distinguishes between the
differing versions of the myth preserved by the aristocracy and by the commonalty and demonstrates how
these disparate views unite to preserve historical information. In so doing, he shows that cults serve as
valuable repositories for historical information.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this River Of Blood: The Genesis Of A Martyr
Cult In Southern Malawi, C. A.D. 1600.

Elisabeth McBee:

The e-book with title River Of Blood: The Genesis Of A Martyr Cult In Southern Malawi, C. A.D. 1600 has
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Edna Miller:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping River Of Blood: The
Genesis Of A Martyr Cult In Southern Malawi, C. A.D. 1600 that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick River Of Blood: The
Genesis Of A Martyr Cult In Southern Malawi, C. A.D. 1600 become your personal starter.

Ralph Sanchez:

You may get this River Of Blood: The Genesis Of A Martyr Cult In Southern Malawi, C. A.D. 1600 by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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