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This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-military clashes
during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition, looking at events
that shed light on civilian authority over the military, as well as the far reaching impact of political ambition
during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency). By 1848, Americans
had come to realize that in their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the
temptation to use war for partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.

The Mexican War is known for the invaluable experience it provided to future Civil War officers and as an
example of America's drive to fulfill her Manifest Destiny. Yet it was more than a training ground, more than
a display of imperialism. Significantly, the Mexican War tested civilian control of the military and
challenged traditional assumptions about the role of the army in American society. In so doing, it revealed
the degree to which, by 1846, the harsh partisanships of the Jacksonian Era had impacted the American
approach to war. This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-
military clashes during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition,
looking both at events that shed light on civilian authority over the military and at the far reaching impact of
political ambition during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency).

In addition to politics, a host of others factors marred civil-military relations during the war, threatening U.S.
victory. These included atrocities committed by Americans against Mexicans, disobedient officers, and
inefficient U.S. military governors. In the end, as Manifest Ambition shows, Polk's ability to overcome his
partisan leanings, his micro-management of the war effort, and his overall strategic vision, helped avoid both
a prolonged occupation and the annexation of All Mexico. By 1848, Americans had come to realize that in
their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the temptation to use war for
partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Manifest Ambition:
James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-
Military Relations)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Ray Shippee:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and
Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ramona Wrenn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-
Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Manifest Ambition: James K.
Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military
Relations) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nelson Berg:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-
Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping



them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Manifest
Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S.
Civil-Military Relations) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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