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Among the most enduring of French cultural institutions, the salon, is among the most misunderstood. Seen
primarily as a venue for apolitical social gatherings, the salon's influence is generally believed to have ended
during the French Revolution. In French Salons, Steven Kale challenges conventional thinking about the
salon. Drawing on an impressive range of primary sources, he offers a nuanced history of this institution
from the eighteenth century through the Revolution of 1848 which emphasizes continuity and evolution over
disjuncture and highlights its shifting political character and relevance.

Salons, Kale shows, originally provided opportunities for the exchange of literary and philosophical ideas
among the French aristocracy. Central to the maintenance of salon culture were salonnières, aristocratic
women such as Madame de Staël who opened their homes to fellow elites and nurtured a sociability that
united the members of high society. Salons provided ready-made venues for aristocratic politics during the
early years of the French Revolution, when salons were transformed into places where the upper classes
could express their political opinions and concerns. Even at the height of the Terror, salons did not dissolve
but, rather, were displaced as aristocrats moved their social networks of influence to such cities as Coblenz,
Brussels, and London. Napoleon sought to manipulate salon culture for his own ends, but with his fall from
power, salons reemerged and proliferated. Although never intended to serve as political clubs, salons became
informal sites for the cultivation of political capital and the exchange of political ideas during the Bourbon
Restoration and the July Monarchy.

By 1848, the conditions that sustained aristocratic sociability declined, and salons became increasingly
marginal to French public life. At the same time, new political institutions?parties, the press, legislative
bodies?emerged that more effectively disseminated and shaped political opinion and led to real political
change.

Challenging many of the conclusions of recent historiography, including the depiction of salonnières as
influential power brokers, French Salons offers an original, penetrating, and engaging analysis of elite
culture and society in France before, during, and after the Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the
Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of French Salons: High Society and Political
Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 content conveys the idea easily to understand by
a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do
you continue to thinking French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the
Revolution of 1848 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Katherine Adkins:

French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old
Regime to the Revolution of 1848 nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Felicia Sharpton:

This French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest
in reading this French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution
of 1848 can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

Francisco Garcia:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books



have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848
we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of
1848. You can more pleasing than now.
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