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Did women have a civic identity in eighteenth-century France? In Citoyennes. Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France, Annie Smart contends that they did. While previous scholarship
has emphasized the ideal of domestic motherhood or the image of the republican mother, Smart argues
persuasively that many pre-revolutionary and revolutionary texts created another ideal for women —the ideal
of civic motherhood. Smart asserts that women were portrayed as possessing civic virtue, and as promoting
the values and ideals of the public sphere.

Contemporary critics have theorized that the eighteenth-century ideal of the Republic intentionally excluded
women from the public sphere. According to this perspective, a discourse of “ Rousseauean” domestic
motherhood stripped women of an active civic identity, and limited their role to breastfeeding and childcare.
Eighteenth-century France marked thus the division between a male public sphere of political action and a
female private sphere of the home.

Citoyennes challenges this position and offers an alternative model of female identity. This interdisciplinary
study brings together a variety of genres to demonstrate convincingly that women were portrayed as civic
individuals. Using foundational texts such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau’ s Emile, or on Education (1762),
revolutionary gouaches of Lesueur, and vaudeville plays of Year Il of the Republic (1793/1794), this study
brilliantly shows that in text and image, women were represented as devoted to both the public good and
their families.

In addition, Citoyennes offers an innovative interpretation of the home. Through re-examining sphere theory,
this study challenges the tendency to equate the home with private concerns, and shows that the home can
function as asite for both private life and civic identity.

Citoyennes breaks new ground, for it both rectifies the ideal of domestic Rousseauean motherhood, and

brings afuller understanding to how female civic identity operated in important French texts and images.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Milbrandt:

The book Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France to become your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a reserve Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Edna Garza;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France as good book but not only by
the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so
do you till needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense aready said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Harry Branham:

This Citoyennes. Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France is great e-book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentencesinside. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France in your
hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis certainly
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Carmela Williams:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of several booksin
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Citoyennes. Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in



Eighteenth-Century France. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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