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The Golden Ham, first published in 1956, recounts the career of entertainer and comedian Jackie Gleason
(1916-1987) from his beginnings in show-business to the mid-1950s when he was at the peak of his early
success with The Honeymooners.

From the book's dust jacket: In his foreword, author Jim Bishop says of Jackie Gleason that when the
comedian read the manuscript for the first time “he did not ask that anything be either omitted or altered.
And yet there were parts of this biography that made him wince.” For The Golden Ham is candid biography.
To it Mr. Bishop brought his painstaking interest in detail, his reporter’s curiosity, his layman’s interest in
the world of the theater, and his detachment. And most important, he began and ended his job with Jackie
Gleason’s guarantee that nothing Bishop wrote would be censored. The result is a kind of theatrical
biography that is entirely new and, like Gleason himself, is made up of a great deal of a great many things.
As Bishop says: “There are several Jackie Gleasons. I know some of them. There is Gleason the comedian.
Millions know him, and he’s a great talent. Then there is Gleason the producer and Gleason the writer. Some
people know these...Gleason the businessman-second-rate, but he thinks he’s good at it – and then there is
Gleason the thinker (apt and fast) and Gleason the man (fat, out of shape, but light on his feet) and Gleason
the tenement-house kid from Brooklyn (nervy and not a bit surprised that he’s on top) and Gleason the lover,
Gleason the musician, Gleason the moody, and Gleason the lonely, tormented soul.” This is a book about
Jackie Gleason. If you like him, it may make you like him more, or less, depending on the kind of person you
are. If you never liked him, it may change your mind a little. If you never had any special attitude toward
Jackie Gleason, you will have one by the time you have finished this book.

Gleason, a 4-pack-a-day smoker, passed away at his home in Florida on June 24, 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason.

Adam Sea:

The book untitled The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you
in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Michael Yancey:

Beside this particular The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it
from currently!

Karl Wolfe:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie
Gleason can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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