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When plutonium was first manufactured at Berkeley in the spring of 1941, there was so little of it that it was
not visible to the naked eye. It took a year to accumulate enough so that one could actually see it. Now so
much has been produced that we don't know what to do to get rid of it. We have created a monster.

The history of plutonium is as strange as the element itself. When scientists began looking for it, they did so
simply in the spirit of inquiry, not certain whether there were still spots to fill on the periodic table. But the
discovery of fission made it clear that this still-hypothetical element would be more than just a scientific
curiosity?it could be the main ingredient of a powerful nuclear weapon. As it turned out, it is good for almost
nothing else. Plutonium's nuclear potential put it at the heart of the World War II arms race?the Russians
found out about it through espionage, the Germans through independent research, and everybody wanted
some. Now it is warehoused around the world?the United States alone possesses about forty-seven metric
tons?but it has almost no practical use outside its role in nuclear weaponry. How did the product of scientific
curiosity become such a dangerous burden?

In his history of this complex and dangerous element, noted physicist Jeremy Bernstein describes the steps
that were taken to transform plutonium from a laboratory novelty into the nuclear weapon that destroyed
Nagasaki. This is the first book to weave together the many strands of plutonium's story, explaining not only
the science but also the people involved.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Plutonium: A History of the
World's Most Dangerous Element. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Megan Rivera:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Plutonium: A History
of the World's Most Dangerous Element book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Jeffery Bruce:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Plutonium: A History of
the World's Most Dangerous Element is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Cary Freeman:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Plutonium: A History of the World's Most Dangerous Element can make
you feel more interested to read.
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