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To combat behavior they viewed as sexually promiscuous, politically undesirable, or downright criminal,
social activists in Progressive-era New York employed private investigators to uncover the roots of society’s
problems. New York Undercover follows these investigators—often journalists or social workers with no
training in surveillance—on their information-gathering visits to gambling parlors, brothels, and meetings of
criminal gangs and radical political organizations.

Drawing on the hundreds of detailed reports that resulted from these missions, Jennifer Fronc reconstructs
the process by which organizations like the National Civic Federation and the Committee of Fourteen
generated the knowledge they needed to change urban conditions. This information, Fronc demonstrates,
eventually empowered government regulators in the Progressive era and beyond, strengthening a federal
state that grew increasingly repressive in the interest of pursuing a national security agenda. Revealing the
central role of undercover investigation in both social change and the constitution of political authority, New
York Undercover narrates previously untold chapters in the history of vice and the emergence of the modern
surveillance state.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

The particular book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of
Urban America) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book
New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban America) is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Ora Barbour:

The book with title New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical Studies of
Urban America) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

John Householder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the
Progressive Era (Historical Studies of Urban America) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era (Historical
Studies of Urban America).

Ronald Adams:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book New York Undercover: Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era
(Historical Studies of Urban America) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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