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Django Reinhardt was arguably the greatest guitarist who ever lived, an important influence on Les Paul,
Charlie Christian, B.B. King, Jerry Garcia, Chet Atkins, and many others. Yet there is no major biography of
Reinhardt.

Now, in Django, Michael Dregni offers a definitive portrait of this great guitarist. Handsome, charismatic,
childlike, and unpredictable, Reinhardt was a character out of a picaresque novel. Born in a gypsy caravan at
a crossroads in Belgium, he was almost killed in a freak fire that burned half of his body and left his left hand
twisted into a claw. But with this maimed left hand flying over the frets and his right hand plucking at
dizzying speed, Django became Europe's most famous jazz musician, commanding exorbitant fees--and
spending the money as fast as he made it. Dregni not only chronicles this remarkably colorful life--including
a fascinating account of gypsy culture--but he also sheds much light on Django's musicianship. He examines
his long musical partnership with violinist Stéphane Grappelli--the one suave and smooth, the other sharper
and more dissonant--and he traces the evolution of their novel string jazz ensemble, Quintette du Hot Club
de France. Indeed, the author spotlights Django's amazing musical diversity, describing his swing-styled
Nouveau Quintette, his big band Django's Music, and his later bebop ensemble, as well as his many
compositions, including symphonic pieces influenced by Ravel and Debussy and his unfinished organ mass
inspired by Bach. And along the way, the author offers vivid snapshots of the jazz scene in Paris--colorful
portraits of Josephine Baker, Bricktop, Louis Armstrong, Coleman Hawkins, and countless others--and of
Django's vagabond wanderings around France, Europe, and the United States, where he toured with Duke
Ellington.

Capturing the extraordinary life and times of one of the great musicians of the twentieth century, Django is a
must-read portrait of a true original.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

This Django: The Life and Music of a Gypsy Legend book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Django: The Life and Music of a Gypsy Legend without we realize teach the one who reading it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Django: The Life and Music of a
Gypsy Legend can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Django: The Life and Music of a
Gypsy Legend having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Glenn Wallin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Django: The
Life and Music of a Gypsy Legend suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Django: The Life and Music of a Gypsy Legendis a single of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Leonard Santiago:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Django: The Life and Music of a
Gypsy Legend is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Aaron Thomsen:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Django: The Life and Music of a Gypsy Legend was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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