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Dizzy Gillespie has secured his place in the jazz pantheon as one of the most expressive and virtuosic
improvisers in the history of music. But he was much more than that. As one of the primary creators of the
bebop and Afro-Cuban revolutions, he twice fundamentally changed the way jazz improvisation was done.
And he later extended his revolutionary reach by transforming the aesthetic of big band jazz.

This vivid biography chronicles Dizzy's saga from the lowest rung on the American social and political
ladder to the highest. Born black in fiercely racist Cheraw, South Carolina, in 1917, Dizzy combined great
energy, a furious drive to succeed, and a one-in-a-million talent to climb quickly out of rural poverty to a role
among the Swing Era jazz elite before his twenty-first birthday.

Author Donald L. Maggin shows how, with bebop during the late 1930s and early 1940s, Dizzy and four
colleagues -- Charlie Parker, Kenny Clarke, Thelonious Monk, and Charlie Christian -- radically expanded
the rhythmic and harmonic foundations of jazz. And he illustrates how Dizzy and Mario Bauzá recast the
music duing the late 1940s by enriching it with invigorating and exciting Afro-Cuban polyrhythms. He also
relates how Dizzy and his colleagues endured a torrent of criticism before their innovations were accepted
into the mainstream.

Dizzy's story takes us on the road with the great Calloway, Hines, and Eckstine bands and to Cheraw's cotton
fields, Harlem's afterhours clubs, the teeming 1940s Fifty-second Street jazz scene, the rhythmic barrios of
Havana, Rio's samba festivals, the White House, and the world's great concert halls as Dizzy teamed up with
prodigious talents to make great music during a career spanning fifty-five years. It also records his spiritual
growth over the decades and the intense love he earned from those close to him.

As an entertainer Dizzy combined his electrifying musicianship with an infectious warmth and rare comedic
skills, becoming beloved worldwide and achieving a popularity that few jazz musicians have ever enjoyed.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks
Gillespie ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks
Gillespie is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Gerald Morin:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dizzy: The Life and Times of John
Birks Gillespie book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ronda Hagerty:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Dizzy: The
Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespieis the main one of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Lorenzo Davis:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks
Gillespie to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the publication Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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