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Woodrow Wilson described them as men bent on "an expedition of profit," who used "the negroes as tools
for their own selfish ends." Horance Greeley, while running for President, said they were "fellows who
crawled down south in the track of our armies, generally at a very safe distance in the rear." And in the South
they were hotly condemned as "the larvae of the North," "vulturous adventurers," and "vile, oily, odious."
But how accurately does this describe the men from the North who came to be called "carpetbaggers"? Were
they uneducated, penniless exploiters of the freed slave, jackals who plundered a devastated South?
In this eye-opening account, the eminent Civil War historian Richard Nelson Current weaves together the
biographies of ten of these men--all of whom are representative, if not the epitome, of the men called
"carpetbaggers." The result is a provocative revisionist history of Reconstruction and what has long been
considered its "most disgraceful" episode. Set within the larger context of Congressional politics and the
history of individual Southern states, Current's narrative reveals a group of men who were often highly
educated, almost all of whom had served with distinction in the Union Army (three were generals), and
several of whom brought their own money down South to help rebuild a war-torn land. Daniel H.
Chamberlain, for instance, was educated at Yale and Harvard Law School--he was described by the President
of Yale as "a born leader of men"--was governor of South Carolina, and later made a fortune as a Wall Street
lawyer. Adelbert Ames, far from exploiting the black, was a leading exponent of black rights, the author of
the main brief of the Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson, a major court battle against segregation. And
Albion W. Tourgee, author of the best-selling A Fool's Errand, was praised after his death by W.E.B. du
Bois for his efforts on behalf of the freed slaves.
Current's vivid narrative captures the passions of this tumultuous period as he documents the careers and
private lives of these ten prominent men. But more important, he provides a major reinterpretation of the
entire period, revealing Reconstruction as it was seen by ten of its leading exponents in the South.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

The book Those Terrible Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Those Terrible
Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Those Terrible Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Caleb Hutto:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do
this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this particular Those Terrible Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation to read.

Clifford Caldwell:

This book untitled Those Terrible Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Michael Sweet:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Those Terrible Carpetbaggers : A Reinterpretation.
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