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Contemporary Christians usually suppose that Christianity is quite congenial to the democratic ideals that are
the basis of free, open Western societies. Among these ideals is freedom of religion, which encourages a
broad tolerance for different belief systems. Nonetheless, a careful examination of core Christian beliefs and
the history of Christianity reveal little tolerance for thinking or acting outside the orthodox Christian
tradition.

In this enlightening analysis of key New Testament texts, historian of early Christianity Gerd Lüdemann
discusses the inherently intolerant attitude that has characterized monotheistic belief systems generally and
Christianity in particular. As Lüdemann points out, Christianity evolved within the context of the pluralistic
Roman Empire, which generally allowed separate belief systems as long as political allegiance to the Roman
state was never questioned. Ironically, Christians inherited their essential intolerance from Judaism, whose
first commandment is the expression of a jealous God: "I am the Lord your God.... Thou shalt have no other
gods before me." After Christianity became the state religion of Rome, tolerance disappeared and did not
reappear on the world stage until the European Enlightenment of the 18th century.

Besides the discussion of these issues, Lüdemann presents a textual analysis in five chapters of some of the
letters in the New Testament. In each case he translates the letter, presents textual commentary, and
demonstrates how the text reflects Christian intolerance of heretics and nonbelievers.

In conclusion, Lüdemann suggests that attempts to harmonize Christianity with the democratic ideal of
tolerance cannot really work because there is a logical contradiction.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Skinner:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected
Texts from the New Testament, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Grace Godwin:

This Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Mary Fleeman:

The book untitled Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Mike Hodges:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament when you needed
it?
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