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William Butler Yeats has cast his long shadow over the history of both modern poetry and modern Ireland
for so long that his preeminence is taken for granted. Now, in the first authorized biography of Yeats to
appear in over fifty years, leading Irish historian R.F. Foster travels beyond Yeats's towering image as
arguably the century's greatest poet to restore a real sense of Yeats's extraordinary life as Yeats himself
experienced it--what he saw, what he did, the passions and the petty squabbles that consumed him, and his
alchemical ability to transmute the events of his crowded and contradictory life into enduring art.
In the first volume of this long-awaited biography, Foster covers the poet's first fifty years, bringing new
light to bear on Yeats's heroic and often ruthless efforts to invent himself as a poet and public figure. Drawn
from a fascinating archive of personal and contemporary documents with the cooperation of surviving
members of the Yeats family, it dramatically alters long-held assumptions about the poet's background, his
relationship with Maud Gonne and other women, and his roles in the great cultural and political upheavals
that transformed Ireland in his lifetime. A rich and entertaining account of Yeats's boyhood days amidst the
talented but troubled members of the Yeats and Pollexfen clans provides important insight into the poet's
deep and lifelong connection to the Irish landscape, his early, impassioned embrace of the nationalist cause,
and his later retreat to the traditions of the once grand Protestant aristocracy. In his own day Yeats attracted
enemies and admirers with equal passion, and Foster vividly recreates the friendships, love affairs, and
simmering rivalries that swirled about the poet's circles in London, Dublin, and Coole Park. Complementing
his meticulous scholarship with a shrewd wit and a novelist's eye for detail, he chronicles the romantic
disappointments, financial difficulties, experimentation with hashish and mescal, and the growing
preoccupation with the occult that prefaced Yeats's attempt to unite Irish politics with high culture and his
creation of an Irish national theater. Here are the poet's memorable encounters with many of the most
interesting people of his time, including Oscar Wilde, George Bernard Shaw, Lady Gregory, J.M. Synge,
Ezra Pound, James Joyce, and the wildly diverse leaders of the Irish independence movement. And here at
last is a full accounting of the complex bond between Yeats and the incomparable Maud Gonne, revealed as
an influence eternally recreated 'like the phoenix,' affecting almost everything he did.
Poet, playwright, mystic and revolutionary; lover, confidant, and friend. This brilliant account of the public
and private lives of William Butler Yeats illuminates not only the wellspring of his artistic vision, but the
modern Irish identity he helped to create. It is essential reading for anyone intrigued by one of the most
original and influential voices of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Benitez:

This W.B. Yeats: A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 book is not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of W.B. Yeats: A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 without we comprehend teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry W.B. Yeats: A
Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This W.B. Yeats:
A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dale Moore:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be W.B. Yeats: A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Maryellen Tilley:

This W.B. Yeats: A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this W.B.
Yeats: A Life I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Daniel Scott:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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