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The study of language has come a long way since Samuel Johnson describe himself as 'maker of dictionaries
-- harmless drudge'. The emphasis in modern linguistics is on descriptive investigations of the way the world
speaks -- and why. In Invitation to Linguistics, Richard Hudson explains what the subject is, why it appeals,
how it works, what issues it confronts and the practical impact it can have on our social and professional
lives. He poses puzzles in Latin and Zulu, visits realms of linguistic exotica, delves into deep grammar,
unravels the ambiguities of everyday sentences (like 'John took off Mary's coat') and asks how language
began, if we can think without it, and if it is unique to humans anyway. He shows how the study of this
wide-ranging subject can help society solve its problems of literacy and language learning, facilitate the
treatment of speech pathologies, help us use computers more effectively -- and how it can broaden our
outlook, wiping out out-dated prejudices against non-standard speech and minority languages. Wide-ranging,
realistic and provoking, this is a book that students thinking of studying lingusitics, or just launched on their
courses, will read for enjoyment as well as instruction: a combination that makes it ideal, too, for anyone
interested in words -- from crossword fanatics to anthropologists.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

The knowledge that you get from Invitation to Linguistics could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Invitation to Linguistics giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this Invitation to Linguistics instantly.

Michael Collins:

This Invitation to Linguistics is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Invitation to Linguistics in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Maria Antoine:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Invitation to Linguistics can be
the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Roger Cooper:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Invitation to Linguistics was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Invitation to Linguistics has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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