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Michael Ragussis re-reads the novelistic tradition by arguing the acts of naming--bestowing, revealing, or
earning a name; taking away, hiding, or prohibiting a name; slandering, or protecting and serving it--lie at
the center of fictional plots from the 18th century to the present. Against the background of philosophic
approaches to naming, Acts of Naming reveals the ways in which systems of naming are used to appropriate
characters in novels as diverse as Clarissa, Fanny Hill, Oliver Twist, Pierre, Tess of the d'Urbervilles,
Remembrance of Things Past, and Lolita, and identifies unnaming and renaming as the locus of power in the
family's plot to control the child, and more particularly, to rape the daughter. His analysis also treats
additional works by Cooper, Brontë, Hawthorne, Eliot, Twain, Conrad, and Faulkner, extending the concept
of the naming plot to reimagine the traditions of the novel, comparing American and British plots, female
and male plots, inheritance and seduction plots, and so on. Acts of Naming ends with a theoretical
exploration of the "magical" power of naming in different eras and in different, even competing, forms of
discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Acts of Naming: The Family Plot in Fiction. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Acts of Naming: The Family Plot in Fiction. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kathryn Richardson:

The particular book Acts of Naming: The Family Plot in Fiction will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Acts of Naming: The Family Plot in Fiction
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Charles Owens:

Precisely why? Because this Acts of Naming: The Family Plot in Fiction is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Julie Gooch:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Acts of Naming:
The Family Plot in Fiction which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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