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When American troops arrived in Paris at the end of World War II, they were at first welcomed by the local
population. However, the French soon began to resent the Americans for their brashness and display of
wealth, while the Americans found the French and their habits equally irritating and incomprehensible: they
bathed too little, drank too much, and were almost unfailingly unfriendly.

To bridge the cultural divide, the War Department commissioned humorist Leo Rosten to write this
surprisingly candid guide that paired common complaints about the French with answers aimed at promoting
understanding. From the fascinations of French nightlife to Gallic grooming and fashions, the guide sought
to correct the misconceptions behind a litany of common complaints: Laissez-faire is not in fact a call to
laziness, and the French do not play checkers in cafés all day—though they do extol the virtues of a leisurely
lunch. The moral principles of the Frenchwoman ought not to be drawn from the few one might find loitering
on the fringes of the camp.

Beyond their intended instructive purposes, the grievances included in the guide are at times as revealing of
the preconceptions of the American servicemen as they are of the French, as well as offering fascinating
insight into the details of daily life immediately after the war, including the acute poverty, the shortage of
food and supplies, and the scale of destruction suffered by France during the six years of conflict. Illustrated
throughout with charming cartoons and written in a direct, no-nonsense style, 112 Gripes about the French is
by turns amusing and thought-provoking in its valiant stand against prejudice and stereotype.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need that 112 Gripes about the French: The
1945 Handbook for American GIs in Occupied France to read.

Betty Hood:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This 112 Gripes about the French: The 1945 Handbook for American GIs in
Occupied France book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer of 112 Gripes about the French: The 1945 Handbook for American GIs in
Occupied France content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking 112 Gripes
about the French: The 1945 Handbook for American GIs in Occupied France is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Jessica Duncan:

This book untitled 112 Gripes about the French: The 1945 Handbook for American GIs in Occupied France
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from
your list.

Lillian Thornton:

The guide with title 112 Gripes about the French: The 1945 Handbook for American GIs in Occupied France
posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.
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