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With the help of mirrors, trap doors, elevators, photographs, and film, women vanish and return in
increasingly spectacular ways throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Karen Beckman tracks the
proliferation of this elusive figure, the vanishing woman, from her genesis in Victorian stage magic through
her development in conjunction with photography and film. Beckman reveals how these new visual
technologies projected their anxieties about insubstantiality and reproducibility onto the female body,
producing an image of "woman" as utterly unstable and constantly prone to disappearance.

Drawing on cinema studies and psychoanalysis as well as the histories of magic, spiritualism, and
photography, Beckman looks at particular instances of female vanishing at specific historical moments—in
Victorian magic’s obsessive manipulation of female and colonized bodies, spiritualist photography’s search
to capture traces of ghosts, the comings and goings of bodies in early cinema, and Bette Davis’s multiple
roles as a fading female star. As Beckman places the vanishing woman in the context of feminism’s
discussion of spectacle and subjectivity, she explores not only the problems, but also the political utility of
this obstinate figure who hovers endlessly between visible and invisible worlds. Through her readings,
Beckman argues that the visibly vanishing woman repeatedly signals the lurking presence of less
immediately perceptible psychic and physical erasures, and she contends that this enigmatic figure, so
ubiquitous in late-nineteenth- and twentieth-century culture, provides a new space through which to consider
the relationships between visibility, gender, and agency.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Stewart:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and Feminism as your
daily resource information.

Bethany Hall:

The reserve untitled Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and Feminism is the reserve that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and Feminism from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Erna Taylor:

Precisely why? Because this Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and Feminism is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Nancy Maxfield:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and Feminism
can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Vanishing Women: Magic, Film, and
Feminism.
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