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This book examines Christian ethnographic writing about the Jews in early modern Europe, offering a
systematic historical analysis of this literary genre and arguing its importance for understanding both the
period in general and Jewish-Christian relations in particular. The book focuses on nearly 80 texts from
Western Europe (mostly Germany) that describe the customs and ceremonies of contemporary Jews,
containing both descriptions and illustrations of their subjects.

Deutsch is one of the first scholars to study these unique writings in detail. Examining books in which
Christian authors describe Jewish life, he provides new interpretations of Christian perceptions of Jews,
Christian Hebraism, and the attention paid by Hebraists to contemporary Jews and Judaism. These works
also present new perspectives on the study of religion, developments in the field of anthropology and
ethnography, and on internal Christian debates that arose from the portrayal of Jewish life. Despite the lack
of attention by modern scholars, some of these books were extremely popular in their time and represent one
of the important ways by which perceptions of Jews were disseminated during the period.

The key claim of this study is that, although almost all of the descriptions of Jewish customs and ceremonies
are accurate, their authors chose to concentrate mainly on details that portray Jewish ceremonies as anti-
Christian, superstitious, and ridiculous and to show the deviation of Judaism from Biblical law. Deutsch
argues that such descriptions are better defined as "polemical ethnographies". Nevertheless, he claims that
despite their polemical tendency these texts represent a shift from writing about Judaism as a religion to
writing about Jews, and from a mode of writing based on stereotypes to one that is based on direct contact
and observation.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of
Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe.

Jesse Fox:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and
Judaism in Early Modern Europe book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic
Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe content conveys the idea easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you continue to thinking Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in
Early Modern Europe is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Bryon Diaz:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews
and Judaism in Early Modern Europe as the daily resource information.

Doug Martin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Judaism in Christian Eyes: Ethnographic Descriptions of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern
Europe can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.
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