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Based on three hundred civil and criminal cases over four centuries, Elizabeth W. Mellyn reconstructs the
myriad ways families, communities, and civic and medical authorities met in the dynamic arena of Tuscan
law courts to forge pragmatic solutions to the problems that madness brought to their households and streets.
In some of these cases, solutions were protective and palliative; in others, they were predatory or abusive.
The goals of families were sometimes at odds with those of the courts, but for the most part families and
judges worked together to order households and communities in ways that served public and private
interests.

For most of the period Mellyn examines, Tuscan communities had no institutions devoted solely to the
treatment and protection of the mentally disturbed; responsibility for their long-term care fell to the family.
By the end of the seventeenth century, Tuscans, like other Europeans, had come to explain madness in
medical terms and the mentally disordered were beginning to move from households to hospitals. In Mad
Tuscans and Their Families, Mellyn argues against the commonly held belief that these changes chart the
rise of mechanisms of social control by emerging absolutist states. Rather, the story of mental illness is one
of false starts, expedients, compromise, and consensus created by a wide range of historical actors.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin King:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Mad Tuscans and Their Families: A
History of Mental Disorder in Early Modern Italy will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Linda Fite:

The book Mad Tuscans and Their Families: A History of Mental Disorder in Early Modern Italy has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Erin Cummins:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mad Tuscans and Their Families: A
History of Mental Disorder in Early Modern Italy can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Gertrude Hoskins:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Mad
Tuscans and Their Families: A History of Mental Disorder in Early Modern Italy. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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