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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association?who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

The actual book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist
Studies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Charles Dame:

The book with title Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books
in Anabaptist Studies) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Donna Layne:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist
Studies) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Verna Krell:

Beside this Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Holding the Line: The
Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
at this point!
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