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Seventeenth-century England was a country obsessed with property rights. For only those who owned
property were considered to have a vested interest in the maintenance of law, order and social harmony. As
such, establishing the ownership of 'things' was a constant concern for all people, and nowhere is this more
evident than in the cases of disputed wills. Based on a wealth of surviving evidence from the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury, the probate jurisdiction which probated wills of the more wealthy English property
owners as well as some of those with a more modest quantity of property, this book investigates what
litigation over the validity of wills reveals about the interplay between society and law. The volume
investigates, catalogs, and systematizes the legal issues that were raised in will disputes in the Canterbury
Court in the last half of the seventeenth century. However, this is not just a book about law and legal
practice. The records from which it draws plunge us into deeply personal and often tragic situations,
revealing how the last requests of the dead and dying were often ignored or misinterpreted by family, friends
and creditors for their own benefit. By focusing on property law as reflected in cases of disputed wills, the
book provides a glimpse at a much fuller spectrum of society than is often the case. Even people of relatively
modest means were concerned to pass on their possessions, and their cases provide a snapshot of the type of
objects owned and social relationships revealed by patterns of bequests. This too is true for women, who
despite being denied full participation in many areas of civic life, are frequently encountered as key players
in court cases over disputed wills. What emerges from this study is a picture of a society for which notions of
law and private property were increasingly intertwined, yet in which courts were less concerned with
formality than with ensuring that the intentions of will-makers were properly carried out.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Devising, Dying and Dispute: Probate Litigation in Early
Modern England. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book Devising, Dying and Dispute: Probate Litigation in Early Modern England. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Linda Manning:

The e-book with title Devising, Dying and Dispute: Probate Litigation in Early Modern England includes a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Cheryl Waller:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Devising, Dying and Dispute: Probate Litigation in Early
Modern England. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Mary Otter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Devising, Dying and Dispute: Probate Litigation in Early Modern England when
you desired it?
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