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Born eighth in a family on its way to becoming almost twice that size, Stephen Zanichkowsky immediately
learned that his life was to be no Cheaper by the Dozen romp. Instead, he and his siblings fended for
themselves to avoid the wrath of their father and the heartbreaking emotional distance of their mother.
Silence and terror ruled. A brother was taken away by the family one day, never to return. A sister was born
with a mental deficiency that was never explained. As the years went by, each child left home as soon as he
or she turned eighteen, creating unaccustomed "space" by skipping the others' weddings and graduations.
With artless narrative style, Zanichkowsky embarks on a journey back to the family's Lithuanian Catholic
roots in Brooklyn and follows its members on a tortured climb to suburban comfort that, for him, culminates
in his escape from home and the draft. Along the way, he seeks answers to lifelong questions: Why was his
father so angry and uncontrollable? Why did his parents continue to have children when they didn't have
enough love, patience, or money to spread around? Forty years later after leaving home, Zanichkowsky
reaches out to his siblings--most of them divorced or living alone--and discovers a group of people still
learning how to form relationships with others. In the process, the boy that once retreated into his own world
emerges, whole and self-possessed.From Fourteen:I was born into a system with an established order, with
people cemented into positions long before I got there. As I got older, the biggest kids gradually filled me in
with things I needed to know, as if I were a new hand at the factory and needed to learn which drawers
certain tools were kept in. They showed me where the shoe polish was kept; how to fry an egg (because on
Sundays we could have our egg fried or scrambled if we didn't want clucked); where to put my laundry in the
basement. I learned about Mom's miscarriages, because all the rest of us resemble a line of ducks and
outsiders sometimes asked about the three-year gap between Rita and Jane. The bigger kids told me about
our religion, our relatives, our nationality. When bath night was and how often to change my underwear. (No
one, however, had an answer as to why all the girls had the same middle name: Marie.)
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A
Crowd will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Henry Knight:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A Crowd book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Fourteen: Growing
Up Alone In A Crowd content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A Crowd is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Joaquin Bedard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A Crowd why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Miguel Lynch:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A Crowd can give you a lot
of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Fourteen: Growing Up Alone In A Crowd.
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