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Ann Petry (1908-1997) achieved prominence during a period in which few black women were published
with regularity in America. Her novels Country Place (1947) and The Narrows (1988), along with various
short stories and nonfiction, poignantly described the struggles and triumphs of middle-class blacks living in
primarily white communities.

Petry's ancestors, the James family, served as in-spiration for much of her fiction. This collection of more
than four hundred family letters, edited by the daughter of Ann Petry, is an engaging portrait of black family
life from the 1890s to the early twentieth century, a period not often documented by African American
voices.

Ann Petry's maternal grandfather, Willis Samuel James, was a slave taught by his children to read and write.
He believed "the best place for the negro is as near the white man as he can get." He followed that "truth,"
working as coachman for a Connecticut governor and buying a house in a white neighborhood in Hartford.
Willis had sixteen children by three wives. The letters in this collection are from him and his second wife,
Anna E. Houston James, and five of Anna's children, of whom novelist Ann Petry's mother, Bertha James
Lane, was the oldest.

History is made and remade by the availability of new documents, sources, and interpretations. Can Anything
Beat White? contributes a great deal to this process. The experiences of the James family as documented in
their letters challenge both representations of black people at the turn of the century as well as our
contemporary sense of black Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Can Anything Beat
White?: A Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) book as
basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Charles Malone:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Can Anything Beat White?: A
Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Elaine Jenkins:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's Letters (Margaret
Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) as the daily resource information.

Michelle Morrow:

Precisely why? Because this Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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