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The American South before the Civil War was the site of an unprecedented social experiment in women's
education. The South offered women an education explicitly designed to be equivalent to that of men, while
maintaining and nurturing the gender conventions epitomized by the ideal of the Southern belle. This
groundbreaking work provides us with an intimate picture of the entire social experience of antebellum
women's colleges and seminaries in the South, analyzing the impact of these colleges upon the cultural
construction of femininity among white Southern women, and their legacy for higher education. Christie
Farnham investigates the contradiction involved in using a male-defined curricula to educate females, and
explores how educators denied these incongruities. She also examines the impact of slavery on faculty and
students. The emotional life of students is revealed through correspondence, journals, and scrapbooks,
highlighting the role of sororities and romantic friendships among female pupils. Farnham ends with an
analysis of how the end of the Civil War resulted in a failure to keep up with the advances that had been
achieved in women's education. The most comprehensive history of this brief and unique period of reform to
date, The Education of the Southern Belle is must reading for anyone interested in women's studies, Southern
history, the history of American education, and female friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Here thing why this The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Education of the
Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The
Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South in e-book can be your alternative.

Anita Pfeifer:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Education of the Southern
Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

James Johnson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student
Socialization in the Antebellum South can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Julia Faulkner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum
South your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then



become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Education of
the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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