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The Nazis' use and misuse of Nietzsche is well known. The Superman, the "will to power," Nietzsche's
equation of bourgeois democracy and decadence, and his denigration of reason were staples of Nazi
propaganda. Communists also used and misused Nietzsche, but that fact is largely unknown because Soviet
propagandists invoked reason and labeled Nietzsche the "philosopher of fascism," even while covertly
appropriating his ideas. In this pioneering book, Bernice Glatzer Rosenthal excavates the trail of long-
obscured Nietzschean ideas that took root in late Imperial Russia, intertwining with other elements in the
culture to become a vital ingredient of Bolshevism and Stalinism.

Nietzsche made a difference. He furnished intellectual ammunition for a prolonged conflict about culture,
society, and politics that began around the turn of the century. His first Russian admirers were poets,
philosophers, and political activists. They responded to the changes transforming their society by espousing
new values and seeking a new faith by which to live and work. This response resulted in new aesthetic and
political amalgams, such as Symbolism, Futurism, Nietzschean Christianity, and Nietzschean Marxism. The
ensuing debates between and among their partisans reverberated throughout the wider culture and therefore
also into Bolshevism, becoming the subject of an uninterrupted polemic between Bolsheviks and non-
Bolsheviks, and among Bolsheviks, that continued into the 1930s.

In Stalin's time, unacknowledged Nietzschean ideas were used to mobilize the masses for the great tasks of
the first Five-Year Plan and the Cultural Revolution, which was intended to eradicate "bourgeois" values and
attitudes from Soviet life and to construct a distinctly Socialist culture. Nietzsche's belief that people need
illusions to shield them from reality underlay Socialist Realism, the official Soviet aesthetic from 1934 on. In
the aftermath of de-Stalinization, the government cast Nietzsche as the personification of "bourgeois"
nihilism and "bourgeois" individualism. Soviet intellectuals wishing to reappropriate their lost cultural
heritage discovered the Nietzsche-influenced intellectuals of late Imperial Russia and reopened discussion on
the issues they had posed.

More than an exercise in historical rediscovery, New Myth, New World offers a new interpretation of modern
Russian history. By uncovering the buried influence of Nietzschean ideas on Soviet culture and politics,
Rosenthal opens new avenues for understanding Soviet ideology and its influence on the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to Stalinism has been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to Stalinism is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to
Stalinism. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Matthew Brown:

Exactly why? Because this New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to Stalinism is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Robert Haas:

This New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to Stalinism is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to Stalinism in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?

Robert Mayo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is New Myth, New World: From Nietzsche to



Stalinism.
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