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At the turn of the twentieth century, African Americans eager to improve their lives through higher education
were confronted with the divergent points of view of two great leaders: Booker T. Washington advocated
vocational training, while W. E. B. Du Bois stressed the importance of the liberal arts. Into the fray stepped
Nathan B. Young, who, as Antonio Holland now tells, left a lasting mark on that debate.

Born in slavery in Alabama, Young followed a love of learning to degrees from Talladega and Oberlin
Colleges and a career in higher education. Employed by Booker T. Washington in 1892, he served at
Tuskegee Institute until conflict with Washington’s vocational orientation led him to move on. During a brief
tenure at Georgia State Industrial College under Richard R. Wright, Sr., he became disillusioned by efforts of
whites to limit black education to agriculture and the trades. Hired as president of Florida A&M in 1901, he
fought for twenty years to balance agricultural/vocational education with the liberal arts, only to meet with
opposition from state officials that led to his ouster.

This principled educator finally found his place as president of Lincoln University in Missouri in 1923. Here
Young made a determined effort to establish the school as a standard institution of higher learning. Holland
describes how he campaigned successfully to raise academic standards and gain accreditation for Lincoln’s
programs—successes made possible by the political and economic support of farsighted members of
Missouri’s black community.

Holland shows that the great debate over black higher education was carried on not only in the rhetoric of
Washington and Du Bois but also on the campuses, as Young and others sought to prepare African American
students to become thinkers and creators. In tracing Young’s career, Holland presents a wealth of
information on the nature of the education provided for former slaves and their descendents in four
states—shedding new light on the educational environment at Oberlin and Tuskegee—and on the actions of
racist white government officials to limit the curriculum of public education for blacks.

Although Young’s efforts to improve the schools he served were often thwarted, Holland shows that he kept
his vision alive in the black community. Holland’s meticulous reconstruction of an eventful career provides
an important look at the forces that shaped and confounded the development of black higher education
during traumatic times.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Nathan B. Young and the Struggle over Black Higher Education (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Charlie Smith:

The reserve with title Nathan B. Young and the Struggle over Black Higher Education (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Roy Stoudt:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Nathan
B. Young and the Struggle over Black Higher Education (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Nathan B. Young and the Struggle over
Black Higher Education (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Leona Hicks:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Nathan B. Young and the Struggle
over Black Higher Education (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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