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Robert Farris Thompson, Professor of the History of African and African-American Art at Yale University,
has been working on this study of African-Atlantic altars for twenty-five years. Face of the Gods is based on
fieldwork in both Africa and the Americas - in Mali, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Zaire, the Central African
Republic, Angola, Zimbabwe, and South Africa, on the eastern part of the Atlantic, and in Cuba, Haiti,
Puerto Rico, Suriname, the United States, Brazil, and Argentina, on the western. The book shows how the
Africans and their descendants in the three continents worship not only before points of reverence, foci of
sacrifice and prayer, but also, in certain areas, through sacred happening climaxed by possession. In the
Afro-Atlantic world the concept "altar" is double: fixed (tree, fire, stone, dais) and moving (ring shouts,
dancing, handclapping, circling, ecstasy), leading ultimately to visitation by healing spirits under God. Face
of the Gods is an introduction, the first in any language, to a brand-new field in art history: the comparative
study of Afro-Atlantic altars. Tracing icons and philosophies in altar-making from major African
civilizations to the Americas, the book restores many works of art, long considered in isolation from each
other, to their original constellating power. Face of the Gods is richly illustrated with full-color plates. The
book opens with the fire altars of the foraging Mbuti, of the Ituri Forest in northeastern Zaire, and of the San,
of Namibia. Next it describes minkisi, the extraordinary medicines of God still made in Kongo and the
Kongo-influenced civilizations of Central Africa. The minkisi tradition, Thompson shows, traveled intact
acrossthe Atlantic. In Havana as in the Bronx, it expands in altars to Afro-Cuban deities such as Sarabanda,
its complex symbolic constructions sometimes artfully contained in as small and secret a place as an
apartment closet. Likewise derived from Kongo belief are Brazilian tree-alta
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From reader reviews:

Alan Torrez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Face of the Gods: Art
and Altars of Africa and the African Americas (African Art)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Timothy McKinney:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Face of the
Gods: Art and Altars of Africa and the African Americas (African Art).

Norman Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Face of the Gods: Art and Altars of Africa and the African Americas (African Art) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get just before. The Face of the Gods: Art and Altars of Africa and the African
Americas (African Art) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lewis Skinner:

You may get this Face of the Gods: Art and Altars of Africa and the African Americas (African Art) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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