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Nahuatl drama, one of the most surprising results of the Catholic presence in colonial Mexico, merges
medieval European religious theater with the language and performance traditions of the Aztec (Nahua)
people of central Mexico. Franciscan missionaries, seeking effective tools for evangelization, fostered this
new form of theater after observing the Nahuas’ enthusiasm for elaborate performances. The plays became a
controversial component of native Christianity, allowing Nahua performers to present Christian discourse in
ways that sometimes effected subtle changes in meaning. The Indians’ enthusiastic embrace of alphabetic
writing enabled the use of scripts, but the genre was so unorthodox that Spanish censors prevented the plays’
publication. As a result, colonial Nahuatl drama survives only in scattered manuscripts, most of them
anonymous, some of them passed down and recopied over generations.

Aztecs on Stage presents accessible English translations of six of these seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
Nahuatl plays. All are based on European dramatic traditions, such as the morality and passion plays;
indigenous actors played the roles of saints, angels, devils—and even the Virgin Mary and Jesus Christ.
Louise M. Burkhart’s engaging introduction places the plays in historical context, while stage directions and
annotations in the works provide insight into the Nahuas’ production practices, which often incorporated
elaborate sets, props, and special effects including fireworks and music. The translations facilitate classroom
readings and performances while retaining significant artistic features of the Nahuatl originals.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial Mexico book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial Mexico content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial
Mexico is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Anna Raynor:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial Mexico, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Andres Edelman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in
Colonial Mexico which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Mary Brunner:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Aztecs on Stage: Religious Theater in Colonial Mexico was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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