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Human beings engage works of the arts in many different ways: they sing songs while working, they kiss
icons, they create and dedicate memorials. Yet almost all philosophers of art of the modern period have
ignored this variety and focused entirely on just one mode of engagement, namely, disinterested attention. In
the first part of the book Nicholas Wolterstorff asks why philosophers have concentrated on just this one
mode of engagement. The answer he proposes is that almost all philosophers have accepted what the author
calls the grand narrative concerning art in the modern world. It is generally agreed that in the early modern
period, members of the middle class in Western Europe increasingly engaged works of the arts as objects of
disinterested attention. The grand narrative claims that this change represented the arts coming into their
own, and that works of art, so engaged, are socially other and transcendent. Wolterstorff argues that the
grand narrative has to be rejected as not fitting the facts.
Wolterstorff then offers an alternative framework for thinking about the arts. Central to the alternative
framework that he proposes are the idea of the arts as social practices and the idea of works of the arts as
having different meaning in different practices. He goes on to use this framework to analyse in some detail
five distinct social practices of art and the meaning that works have within those practices: the practice of
memorial art, of art for veneration, of social protest art, of works songs, and of recent art-reflexive art.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Browning:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art. Try to face the
book Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Terry Crabtree:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Art
Rethought: The Social Practices of Art, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Juan Dishon:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Betty Peoples:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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