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American Prometheus is the first full-scale biography of J. Robert Oppenheimer, “father of the atomic
bomb,” the brilliant, charismatic physicist who led the effort to capture the awesome fire of the sun for his
country in time of war. Immediately after Hiroshima, he became the most famous scientist of his
generation–one of the iconic figures of the twentieth century, the embodiment of modern man confronting
the consequences of scientific progress.

He was the author of a radical proposal to place international controls over atomic materials–an idea that is
still relevant today. He opposed the development of the hydrogen bomb and criticized the Air Force’s plans
to fight an infinitely dangerous nuclear war. In the now almost-forgotten hysteria of the early 1950s, his
ideas were anathema to powerful advocates of a massive nuclear buildup, and, in response, Atomic Energy
Commission chairman Lewis Strauss, Superbomb advocate Edward Teller and FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
worked behind the scenes to have a hearing board find that Oppenheimer could not be trusted with
America’s nuclear secrets.

American Prometheus sets forth Oppenheimer’s life and times in revealing and unprecedented detail.
Exhaustively researched, it is based on thousands of records and letters gathered from archives in America
and abroad, on massive FBI files and on close to a hundred interviews with Oppenheimer’s friends, relatives
and colleagues.

We follow him from his earliest education at the turn of the twentieth century at New York City’s Ethical
Culture School, through personal crises at Harvard and Cambridge universities. Then to Germany, where he
studied quantum physics with the world’s most accomplished theorists; and to Berkeley, California, where
he established, during the 1930s, the leading American school of theoretical physics, and where he became
deeply involved with social justice causes and their advocates, many of whom were communists. Then to
Los Alamos, New Mexico, where he transformed a bleak mesa into the world’s most potent nuclear weapons
laboratory–and where he himself was transformed. And finally, to the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, which he directed from 1947 to 1966.

American Prometheus is a rich evocation of America at midcentury, a new and compelling portrait of a
brilliant, ambitious, complex and flawed man profoundly connected to its major events–the Depression,
World War II and the Cold War. It is at once biography and history, and essential to our understanding of our
recent past–and of our choices for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Whatley:

The knowledge that you get from American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert
Oppenheimer is the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but American Prometheus: The
Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular American Prometheus: The Triumph and
Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer instantly.

Matthew Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline American
Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled American Prometheus: The Triumph and
Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimeris the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Eddie Patten:

This American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer in
your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Taylor Becker:

This American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this



American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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