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Abaújszántó is a picturesque town situated in northeastern Hungary amid vineyards and apple trees, with a
cobblestoned main street. The area is noted for its Tokay wine, which Abaújszántó’s Jewish merchants were
instrumental in making internationally famous. The town’s history illustrates the drama of Hungarian Jewry.
Until the eighteenth century, Abaújszántó’s Jews lived outside the town walls and could enter only during
daytime for business and peddling. The emancipation of Hungarian Jewry in 1867 finally abolished all laws
that denied Jews civil and political rights. The community engaged scholarly rabbis—the most renowned of
whom was Rabbi Elazar Löw (1758–1837), one of Hungary’s greatest talmudic scholars, known also as
Shemen Rokeah. In this book the rabbis’ biographies and an annotated bibliography of their work appear for
the first time in English.
The book recounts the community’s struggle and resourcefulness under the anti-Jewish laws, the steps from
freedom to Auschwitz in 1944, and the disappointment after the war. The survivors returned home to find
their houses occupied and their possessions taken. The author relates how denial of rights and the town’s
obligations to the Jewish community are evidenced as recently as 1992 when in a memorial, enacted to those
who died in World War II, Abaújszántó omitted the loss of its Jewish residents. This lack of empathy for the
returnees and the continuous falsification of history are the saddest chapters of the post-Holocaust
experience.
Based on survivors’ testimonies and Hungarian archival sources, Wine and Thorns provides an authentic
account of Hungarian Jewish life as it was shaped by government regulations and world politics.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Wine and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary: The
History of Abaújszántó (Sara F. Yoseloff Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish). Try to make the
book Wine and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary: The History of Abaújszántó (Sara F.
Yoseloff Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Kelley Thornton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Wine
and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary: The History of Abaújszántó (Sara F. Yoseloff
Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The Wine and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary: The History of Abaújszántó (Sara
F. Yoseloff Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Henry Evans:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Wine and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary:
The History of Abaújszántó (Sara F. Yoseloff Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Kayla Wilson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even



make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Wine and Thorns in Tokay Valley: Jewish Life in Hungary: The History of
Abaújszántó (Sara F. Yoseloff Memorial Publications in Judaism and Jewish) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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