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During wartime, paranoia, gossip, and rumor become accepted forms of behavior and dominant literary
tropes. The Peculiar Sanity of War examines the impact of war hysteria on definitions of sanity and on
standards of behavior during World War I. Drawing upon Joseph Conrad’s comprehensive understanding of
war’s impact on soldiers and civilians alike, and extending Michel Foucault’s construction of madness and
reason, Kingsbury expands the definition of war neurosis to include peculiar sanity at home as well as on the
front lines. While other investigations of World War I consider shell shock to be the only definable war
madness, Kingsbury is the first to build a powerful argument around the insanity of the home front’s
vilification of the enemy. Ultimately, Kingsbury’s study establishes peculiar sanity, among civilians and
soldiers, as an inevitable response to war’s madness.The Peculiar Sanity of War begins by locating the roots
of war mania in Edwardian hypocrisy, then moves on to examine the way propaganda operates in
nontraditional texts, such as housekeeping guides, and in the novels of Joseph Conrad, Ford Madox Ford, H.
G. Wells, Rebecca West, Edith Wharton, Willa Cather, Rudyard Kipling, Virginia Woolf, and H. D. Celia
Kingsbury’s eloquent and moving book . . . brings together war and madness in unexpected ways. Beginning
with a phrase from Joseph Conrad, she diagnoses the condition of a culture gone awry, a ‘peculiar sanity.’ . .
. —from Laurence Davies’s foreword
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From reader reviews:

Carmelita Ratliff:

The book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the
Literature of World War I has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Haskell:

Typically the book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Michael Due:

The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Peculiar
Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Irving Carlin:

Beside that The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the
Literature of World War I because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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