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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1, University of Heidelberg (Anglistisches Seminar), course: Shakespeare's Tragedies - Hamlet, Macbeth and
King Lear, language: English, abstract: Renaissance tragedy does to a large extent deal with common
political, religious and social questions of the time. In most cases, authors use tragedy as the place to
question and even criticize those issues, and thus use it as a political space. In Jacobean England, society was
profoundly hierarchical with the king on top of the state, and the father or husband as head of the family.
"[W]omen were clearly socially subordinate, and the preponderance of discourse on the gender hierarchy
was misogynistic" . Macbeth is one of Shakespeare's late tragedies, written in 1606, and presented at the
Globe Theatre later that year. In Shakespeare's plays sex and gender are crucial for defining human identity
and political power. In the course of this essay, I will first take a closer look at gender ideology in the
English Renaissance and in Renaissance tragedy and see how society justified the social subordination of
women, and what kind of behaviour was considered appropriate for women. As Macbeth is a play that
hugely builds on gender stereotyping, I will afterwards work out the play's definition of masculinity and
femininity in the medieval social context the tragedy is set in, and subsequently analyse the characters of the
three witches and king Duncan regarding their hermaphroditism and androgynity, and see whether the
blurring of fixed gender roles might be interpreted as an indication that gender politics in Macbeth are
unusual for the medieval Scottish context. The main part of this essay will be dedicated to the Macbeths, two
strongly individualized characters. I will examine the characters of Lady Macbeth and Macbeth first, take a
look at how their ambition leads to their downfall and afterwards discuss whether it i
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

The knowledge that you get from Gender Politics in Macbeth could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Gender Politics in Macbeth giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Gender Politics in Macbeth instantly.

Jessica Peacock:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Gender Politics in Macbeth, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Mary Haskell:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Gender Politics in Macbeth is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

George Hoffman:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Gender Politics in Macbeth. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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