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By 1857, the British power in India had been largely undisputed for almost fifty years by even the most
powerful of the native princes since the days of Governor-General Wellesley. The East India Company,
under licence from the British Crown, expanded and annexed more and more territory until the government
of the majority of India lay in its hands. However, the armies of the East India Company were largely
recruited from the native people of India; the famed soldiers of their Sepoy regiments were in fact the
instruments of the imperialist powers. This inherent weakness would be exposed during the events of the
Indian Mutiny of 1857-1858, also known as the First War Of Indian Independence, as those very Sepoy
soldiers turned against their erstwhile British employers.

The events that led up to the Revolt were many and varied, including British highhandedness, ignorance of
local customs and religious values, and incendiary propaganda. It is generally argued that the spark that lit
the flame was the rumour that the newly issued Enfield Rifles cartridges would be greased either with tallow,
derived from beef and thereby offensive to Hindu soldiers, or lard, derived from pork and thereby offensive
to Muslim soldiers. The enraged soldiers mutinied across a number of Indian States, taking over control of
Delhi, besieging Lucknow, and revolting in Oudh. The British struggled to retain their control on these states
and it was only with the help of allied Indian princes who refused to align themselves with the revolt and
often provided troops to put down the rebels. The Mutiny also did not reach all parts of the sub-continent: the
quiet in Bengal, the Bombay presidency and the Madras presidency enabled the company to transfer Sikh
troops to quell the rebellion elsewhere.

The rebellion was eventually quelled in 1858 with the capture of the fortress of Gwalior by British troops;
however, the effects of the Mutiny were far ranging and important. The East Indian Company was dissolved
and its holdings were imparted to Crown power, whilst the British government set about reorganising all
facets of its power in India from the political to the administration and, most pointedly, the military.
Although India would not gain its Independence until 150 years later, the events of the Indian Mutiny stayed
in the folk consciousness of the country, a number of the leaders were lionized in certain circles, and a
measure of nascent nationhood was born.

Of the many books written on the event, few are as well respected, accurate, frequently read or cited as the
six volume history produced by two ex-British Army officers Sir John William Kaye and Colonel George
Malleson. Both served in India for extensive periods of time, alongside many veterans of the Mutiny, and
were fully conversant with the history of the period.

This second volume deals events from May 1857 to July 1857.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this History of the Indian Mutiny of 1857-8 -
Vol. II book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ira Gonzalez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this History of
the Indian Mutiny of 1857-8 - Vol. II, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Luis Ray:

The actual book History of the Indian Mutiny of 1857-8 - Vol. II has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Cheryl Fisher:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love History of the Indian Mutiny of
1857-8 - Vol. II, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.
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