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Theurgy and the Soul is a study of Iamblichus of Syria (ca. 240-325), whose teachings set the final form of
pagan spirituality prior to the Christianization of the Roman Empire. Gregory Shaw focuses on the theory
and practice of theurgy, the most controversial and significant aspect of Iamblichus's Platonism. Theurgy
literally means 'divine action.' Unlike previous Platonists who stressed the elevated status of the human soul,
Iamblichus taught that the soul descended completely into the body and thereby required the performance of
theurgic rites--revealed by the gods--to unite the soul with the One. Iamblichus was once considered one of
the great philosophers whose views on the soul and the importance of ritual profoundly influenced
subsequent Platonists such as Proclus and Damascius. The Emperor Julian followed Iamblichus's teachings
to guide the restoration of traditional pagan cults in his campaign against Christianity. Although Julian was
unsuccessful, Iamblichus's ideas persisted well into the Middle Ages and beyond. His vision of a hierarchical
cosmos united by divine ritual became the dominant world view for the entire medieval world and played an
important role in the Renaissance Platonism of Marsilio Ficino. Even Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote that he
expected a reading of Iamblichus to cause a 'revival in the churches.' But modern scholars have dismissed
him, seeing theurgy as ritual magic or 'manipulation of the gods.' Shaw, however, shows that theurgy was a
subtle and intellectually sophisticated attempt to apply Platonic and Pythagorean teachings to the full
expression of human existence in the material world.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Paul Skeens:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Theurgy and the Soul: The
Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions). All type of book could you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Richard Bennett:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (Hermeneutics: Studies in the History of Religions),
you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

Titus Johnson:

You will get this Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of Iamblichus (Hermeneutics: Studies in the
History of Religions) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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