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This book is intended to assess the significance of kaidan, specifically its multi-dimensional reflection of an
impact on Japanese culture in the Edo period. The legacy of Japan's cultural efflorescence in the late
eighteenth century was far-reaching, its fruits often seen as epitomizing the entire Tokugawa period. In the
years between the Kan'en era (1748-1751) and the chilling effects of the Kansei Reforms (1790), there was
no dearth of innovative belletristic expression, but in the area of fiction, the yomihon of Ueda Akinari (1734-
1809) eclipse all else. Professor Reider's outstanding study treats this unusual scion of a remarkable age,
contextualizing his work from a unique perspective. Under various noms de plume, Akinari authored
significant works in several genres of both poetry and prose, but his greatest opus is incontrovertibly his
Ugetsu monogatari (Tales of Moonlight and Rain), a collection of nine stories that revolutionized tales of the
supernatural, elevating the genre to unprecedented levels of style and sophistication. Such a work deserves -
and has duly received - ample critical attention from scholars on both sides of the Pacific, resulting in a
plethora of secondary literature, to which contribution of a truly original piece of scholarship constitutes no
small challenge. Professor Reider's study not only fills numerous lacunae, but presents many interpretations
that will be new to English-speaking audiences. Among these are her astute analysis of the role of
"obsession" (shunen) in the stories, and her recognition of Akinari's bunjin portrayal of an ideal world in
which social justice ultimately prevails as mirroring a strong social consciousness. Throughout, Professor
Reider's arguments are presented in cogent terms. Tzvetan Todorov maintains that literature of the fantastic -
which includes tales of the supernatural - succeeds as art only to the extent that it is able to present events
and characters to the reader suspended in a state of uncertainty whether all is a product of illusion or of
reality, for "once we choose one answer or the other, we leave the fantastic for a neighboring genre, the
uncanny or the marvelous." The attainment of this state is no mean stylistic feat for a writer, but its efficacy
depends on a readership capable of entertaining such a temporary suspension of judgment. It must be a
readership whose imagination is hobbled neither by a crude credulousness nor by a sterile positivism.
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From reader reviews:

Barbra Poole:

The event that you get from Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu
Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Tales of
the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Tales of the Supernatural
in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) instantly.

Flora Gordon:

The particular book Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari
(Japanese Studies, 16) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous
to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Douglas Johnson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies,
16) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Tales of the
Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) giving you
a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Elizabeth Johannes:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Tales of the Supernatural in Early Modern Japan: Kaidan, Akinari, Ugetsu
Monogatari (Japanese Studies, 16) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.
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