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Both a political history and a moral critique of the twentieth century, this is a personal and impassioned book
from one of Europe's most outstanding intellectuals. Identifying totalitarianism as the major innovation of
the twentieth century, Tzvetan Todorov examines the struggle between this system and democracy and its
effects on human life and consciousness.

Totalitarianism managed to impose itself because, more than any other political system, it played on people's
need for the absolute: it fed their hope to endow life with meaning by taking part in the construction of a
paradise on earth. As a result, millions of people lost their lives in the name of a higher good. While
democracy eventually won the struggle against totalitarianism in much of the world, democracy itself is not
immune to the pitfall of do-goodery: moral correctness at home and atomic or "humanitarian" bombs abroad.

Todorov explores the history of the past century not only by analyzing its spectacular political conflicts but
also by offering moving profiles of several individuals who, at great personal cost, resisted the strictures of
the communist and Nazi regimes. Some--Margarete Buber-Neumann, David Rousset, Primo Levi, and
Germaine Tillion--were deported to concentration camps. Others--Vasily Grossman and Romain Gary--
fought courageously in World War II. All became exemplary witnesses who described with great lucidity
and humanity what they had endured.

This book preserves the memory of the past as we move into the twenty-first century--arguing eloquently
that we must place the past at the service of a just future.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Dugan:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Hope and Memory:
Lessons from the Twentieth Century will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Stanley Torres:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth
Century as your daily resource information.

Sang O\'Connor:

The book untitled Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author.
The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Curtis Hernandez:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list will be Hope and Memory: Lessons from the Twentieth Century. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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