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A profoundly searching investigation that reveals for the first time the philosophical foundations of Wagner's
art

Richard Wagner's devotees have ranged from the subtlest minds (Proust) to the most brutal (Hitler). The
enduring fascination of his works arises from his singular fusion of musical innovation and theatrical daring,
but also from his largely overlooked engagement with the boldest investigations of modern philosophy.

Now, in this radically clarifying book, Bryan Magee traces the Wagner's involvement in the intellectual
quests of his age, from his youthful embrace of revolutionary socialism, to a Schopenhauerian rejection of
the world as illusion, to the near-Buddhist resignation of his final years. Mapping the influence of ideas on
Wagner's art, Magee shows how abstract thought can permeate musical work and stimulate creations of great
power and beauty. And he unflinchingly confronts the Wagner whose paranoia, egocentricity, and anti-
Semitism are as repugnant as his achievements are glorious.

At once a biography of the composer, an overview of his times, an account of 19th century opera, and an
insight into the intellectual and technical aspects of music, Magee's lucid study offers the best explanation of
W. H. Auden's judgment that Wagner, for all his notorious difficulties, was "perhaps the greatest genius that
ever lived.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

The book The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after scanning this book.

Kenny Grant:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
learn. The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy can be your answer since it can be read by you actually
who have those short extra time problems.

Jennifer Mitchell:

The book untitled The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
study.

Doris Trumbull:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Tristan Chord: Wagner and
Philosophy to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
go through it. Beside that the reserve The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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