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Middle-class family life in the 1950s brings to mind images of either smugly satisfied or miserably repressed
nuclear families with breadwinning husbands, children, and housewives, much like the families depicted in
Ozzie and Harriet and Father Knows Best.

Jessica Weiss delves beneath these mythic images and paints a far more complex picture that reveals strong
continuities between the baby boomers and their parents. Drawing on interviews with American couples
from the 1950s to the 1980s, Weiss creates a dynamic portrait of family and social change in the postwar era.
She pairs these firsthand accounts with a deft analysis of movies, television shows, magazines, and advice
books from each decade, providing an unprecedented and intimate look at ordinary marriages in a time of
sweeping cultural change.

Weiss shows how young couples in the 1950s attempted to combine egalitarian hopes with traditional gender
roles. Middle-class women encouraged their husbands to become involved fathers. Midlife wives and
mothers reshaped the labor force and the home by returning to work in the 1960s. And couples strove for
fulfilling marriages as they dealt with the pressures of childrearing in the midst of the sexual and divorce
revolutions of the 1960s and 1970s. By the 1980s, they were far more welcoming to the ideas of the women's
movement than has often been assumed. More than simply changing with the times, the parents of the baby
boom contributed to changing times themselves.

Weiss's excellent use of family interviews that span three decades, her imaginative examination of popular
culture, and her incisive conclusions make her book an invaluable contribution not only to our understanding
of the past but also to our understanding of men's and women's roles in today's family.

"Weiss has written an enlightening book that examines the dynamics of American families past and present. .
. . Since Weiss is a historian, she provides analyses of her arguments that are factual rather than emotive, and
her use of family interviews further contributes to a strong presentation. Overall, this is a unique works
because its multidisciplinary approach informs but never preaches on the emotionally charged topic of the
American family.—Sheila Devaney, Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

The book To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through
a book To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change for being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the
Baby Boom, and Social Change. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Gale Kizer:

Here thing why this specific To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the
Baby Boom, and Social Change giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no guide that similar with To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social
Change. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social
Change in e-book can be your option.

Edward Apodaca:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept To Have and to
Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change suitable to you? The particular book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social
Changeis a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

John Damm:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this



time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change
can make you experience more interested to read.
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