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Preemptive warfare is the practice of attempting to avoid an enemy’s seemingly imminent attack by taking
military action against them first. It is undertaken in self-defense. Preemptive war is often confused with
preventive war, which is an attack launched to defeat a potential opponent and is an act of aggression.
Preemptive war is thought to be justified and honorable, while preventive war violates international law. In
the real world, the distinction between the two is highly contested.

In First Strike, Matthew J. Flynn examines case studies of preemptive war throughout history, from
Napoleonic France to the American Civil War, and from Hitler’s Germany to the recent U.S. invasion of
Iraq. Flynn takes an analytical look at the international use of military and political preemption throughout
the last two hundred years of western history, to show how George W. Bush’s recent use of this dubiously
"honorable" way of making war is really just the latest of a long line of previously failed attempts.

Balanced and historically grounded, First Strike provides a comprehensive history of one of the most
controversial military strategies in the history of international foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled First Strike: Preemptive War in Modern History.
Try to make the book First Strike: Preemptive War in Modern History as your good friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Richard Bentley:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this First Strike: Preemptive War in Modern
History book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jenni Roberts:

This First Strike: Preemptive War in Modern History is great reserve for you because the content which is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having First
Strike: Preemptive War in Modern History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?

Robert Mangino:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the First Strike: Preemptive War in Modern History when you essential it?
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