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As breathtaking today as the day it was completed, Hoover Dam not only shaped the American West but
helped launch the American century. In the depths of the Great Depression it became a symbol of American
resilience and ingenuity in the face of crisis, putting thousands of men to work in a remote desert canyon and
bringing unruly nature to heel.

Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Michael Hiltzik uses the saga of the dam’s conception, design, and
construction to tell the broader story of America’s efforts to come to grips with titanic social, economic, and
natural forces. For embodied in the dam’s striking machine-age form is the fundamental transformation the
Depression wrought in the nation’s very culture—the shift from the concept of rugged individualism rooted
in the frontier days of the nineteenth century to the principle of shared enterprise and communal support that
would build the America we know today. In the process, the unprecedented effort to corral the raging
Colorado River evolved from a regional construction project launched by a Republican president into the
New Deal’s outstanding—and enduring—symbol of national pride.

Yet the story of Hoover Dam has a darker side. Its construction was a gargantuan engineering feat achieved
at great human cost, its progress marred by the abuse of a desperate labor force. The water and power it
made available spurred the development of such great western metropolises as Los Angeles, Phoenix,
Denver, Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, and San Diego, but the vision of unlimited growth held dear by its
designers and builders is fast turning into a mirage.

In Hiltzik’s hands, the players in this epic historical tale spring vividly to life: President Theodore Roosevelt,
who conceived the project; William Mulholland, Southern California’s great builder of water works, who
urged the dam upon a reluctant Congress; Herbert Hoover, who gave the dam his name though he initially
opposed its construction; Frank Crowe, the dam’s renowned master builder, who pushed his men mercilessly
to raise the beautiful concrete rampart in an inhospitable desert gorge. Finally there is Franklin Roosevelt,
who presided over the ultimate completion of the project and claimed the credit for it. Hiltzik combines
exhaustive research, trenchant observation, and unforgettable storytelling to shed new light on a major
turning point of twentieth-century history.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

This book untitled Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Jennifer McNab:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Emma Berkey:

Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Colossus: Hoover
Dam and the Making of the American Century yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Henry Perry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American
Century can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the
American Century.
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