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A critical look at the development of the phenomenological approach to the study of religion, revealing its
evaluative and metaphysical concepts.

A penetrating critique of the dominant approach to the study of religion, The Politics of Spirit explores the
historical and philosophical scaffolding of the phenomenology of religion. Although this approach purports
to give a value-free, neutral description of religious data, it actually imposes a set of metaphysical and
evaluative concepts on that data. A very harmful ethnocentrism has resulted, which plagues the academic
study of religion to this day. Analysis of the history, core texts, and discursive structure of phenomenology
of religion reveals how this ethnocentrism is embedded within its assumptions. Of particular interest is the
revelation of the extent to which Hegel’s ideas—over those of Husserl—contributed to the tenets that
became standard in the study of religion.

Tim Murphy argues that the poststructuralist concept of genealogy, as derived from Nietzsche, can both
describe religion better than the phenomenological approach and avoid the political pitfalls of ethnocentrism
by replacing its core categories with the categories of difference, contingency, and otherness. Ultimately,
Murphy argues that postmodern genealogy should replace phenomenology as the paradigm for
understanding both religion and the study of religion.

Tim Murphy is an Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Alabama. He is the author of
Nietzsche, Metaphor, Religion, also published by SUNY Press, and Representing Religion: Essays in
History, Theory, and Crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

In other case, little people like to read book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion
(SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion
(SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Julie Bell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy,
Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) was colourful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series,
Issues in the Study of Religion) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading which.

Vincent Mireles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology,
Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion).

Edwin Bernal:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the
Study of Religion) when you needed it?
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