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A lively and accessible history of Modernism, The First Moderns is filled with portraits of genius, and
intellectual breakthroughs, that richly evoke the fin-de-siècle atmosphere of Paris, Vienna, St. Louis, and St.
Petersburg. William Everdell offers readers an invigorating look at the unfolding of an age.

"This exceptionally wide-ranging history is chock-a-block with anecdotes, factoids, odd juxtapositions, and
useful insights. Most impressive. . . . For anyone interested in learning about late 19th- and early 20th-
century imaginative thought, this engagingly written book is a good place to start."—Washington Post Book
World

"The First Moderns brilliantly maps the beginning of a path at whose end loom as many diasporas as there
are men."—Frederic Morton, The Los Angeles Times Book Review

"In this truly exciting study of the origins of modernist thought, poet and teacher Everdell roams freely
across disciplinary lines. . . . A brilliant book that will prove useful to scholars and generalists for years to
come; enthusiastically recommended."—Library Journal, starred review

"Everdell has performed a rare service for his readers. Dispelling much of the current nonsense about
'postmodernism,' this book belongs on the very short list of profound works of cultural analysis."—Booklist

"Innovative and impressive . . . [Everdell] has written a marvelous, erudite, and readable study."-Mark Bevir,
Spectator

"A richly eclectic history of the dawn of a new era in painting, music, literature, mathematics, physics,
genetics, neuroscience, psychiatry and philosophy."—Margaret Wertheim, New Scientist

"[Everdell] has himself recombined the parts of our era's intellectual history in new and startling ways,
shedding light for which the reader of The First Moderns will be eternally grateful."—Hugh Kenner, The
New York Times Book Review

"Everdell shows how the idea of "modernity" arose before the First World War by telling the stories of
heroes such as T. S. Eliot, Max Planck, and Georges Serault with such a lively eye for detail, irony, and
ambiance that you feel as if you're reliving those miraculous years."—Jon Spayde, Utne Reader
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Conway:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The First Moderns: Profiles in the Origins of
Twentieth-Century Thought is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harold Baughman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this The First
Moderns: Profiles in the Origins of Twentieth-Century Thought.

John Vandorn:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The First Moderns: Profiles in
the Origins of Twentieth-Century Thought can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Robin Lawrence:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The First Moderns: Profiles in the Origins of Twentieth-Century Thought we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time
book The First Moderns: Profiles in the Origins of Twentieth-Century Thought. You can more inviting than
now.
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