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Stephen Foster's music "Is part of every Americans culture," wrote composer Virgil Thomson, and certainly
this is true, for few American composers have created songs as lastingly popular as "Beautiful Dreamer,"
"Oh! Susanna," "Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair," "Swanee River" (properly "Old Folks at Home"),
"Camptown Races," and "My Old Kentucky Home, Good Night." The fact remains, however, that Foster's
melodies have suffered continually at the hands of revisers and arrangers, so that often whet we hear today is
only a corrupt version of what Foster actually composed.
This book corrects that situation by assembling 40 songs as Foster originally wrote them. Many have been
reproduced from original first-edition sheets, others from early editions, others from facsimiles of first
editions. All are reproduced with their covers, to help capture the flavor of the period. Along with the old
favorites listed above you will find "The Glendy Burk," "Ah! May the Red Rose Live Always," "Massa's in
de Cold Ground," "Old Dog Tray," "Old Black Joe," "Nelly Bly," and 28 more. Among these are patriotic
songs about the Civil War, plantations slave songs written in dialect, minstrel songs written for traveling
companies — most notably the original Christy Minstrels, and the soft, easy, sentimental ballads that have
endeared Foster's music to so many for so long.
Musicologically this volume is an important contribution to the reevaluation of Foster's work. It will also
help bring people a little closer to the original work of one of America's best-loved composers. The text by
Richard Jackson, head of the Americana Collection of the Library and Museum of the Performing Arts, New
York Public Library, covers Foster's life and music and gives a short critical examination of each piece
reproduced in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

This Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song
Collections) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Elizabeth Ashton:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover
Song Collections) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Fannie Garcia:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Laverne Dunbar:

You can obtain this Stephen Foster Song Book (Dover Song Collections) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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