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This clear and concise text offers a comprehensive comparison of national, international, and human security
concepts and policies. Laura Neack argues that security remains elusive because of a centuries-old ethic
insisting that states are the primary and most important international actors, can rely ultimately only on
themselves for protection, and must keep all options on the table for national security. The author
compellingly demonstrates how a state-first security ethic ultimately fails to secure states, the international
community and—most important—human beings.

Although security as a concept can be widened to include almost any aspect of existence, Neack focuses
especially on security from physical violence, beginning with efforts by states to defend themselves against
violent attack. She explores such topics as the internal and external dimensions of security, terrorism, and
defending the homeland; threat perception and responses; preemptive and preventive wars; and other military
interventions. Next, Neack examines efforts over the past century to protect states through the construction
of the United Nations international security system and how collective security, peacekeeping, and peace
enforcement have been used in that system. Throughout, Neack shows that human security has only mattered
in terms of servicing the state's security needs, a critique she takes up directly in the final chapters. A range
of short and extended case studies are offered to illustrate the conceptual materials and policy debates over
security. In this state-first world, we only can choose between degrees of insecurity; true security remains
elusive.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Doak:

The book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make examining a book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in
International Studies) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

David Wade:

The actual book Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Ron Matthies:

This Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International Studies) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New
Millennium Books in International Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that will?

Doris Whobrey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education



books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Elusive Security: States First, People Last (New Millennium Books in International
Studies) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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