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Especially in academia, controversy rages over the merits or evils of Mark Twain's Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, in particular its portrayal of Jim, the runaway slave. Opponents disrupt classes and carry
picket signs, objecting with strong emotion that Jim is no fit model for African-American youth of today. In
continuing outcries they claim that he and the dark period of American history he portrays are best forgotten.
That time has gone, Jim's opponents charge. This is a new day.

But is it? Dare we forget? The author of The Jim Dilemma argues that Twain's novel, in the tradition of all
great literature, is invaluable for transporting readers to a time, place, and conflict essential to understanding
who we are today. Without this work, she argues, there would be a hole in American history and a blank
page in the history of African-Americans. To avoid this work in the classroom is to miss the opportunity to
remember.

Few other popular books have been so much attacked, vilified, or censored. Yet Ernest Hemingway
proclaimed Twain's classic to be the beginning of American literature, and Langston Hughes judged it as the
only nineteenth-century work by a white author who fully and realistically depicts an unlettered slave
clinging to the hope of freedom.

A teacher herself, the author challenges opponents to read the novel closely. She shows how Twain has not
created another Uncle Tom but rather a worthy man of integrity and self-reliance. Jim, along with other black
characters in the book, demands a rethinking and a re-envisioning of the southern slave, for Huckleberry
Finn, she contends, ultimately questions readers' notions of what freedom means and what it costs. As she
shows that Twain portrayed Jim as nobody's fool, she focuses her discussion on both sides of the Jim
dilemma and unflinchingly defends the importance of keeping the book in the classroom.

Jocelyn Chadwick-Joshua is director of the American studies program at Dallas Institute for the Humanities.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Jim Dilemma:
Reading Race in Huckleberry Finn suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this
era. Often the book untitled The Jim Dilemma: Reading Race in Huckleberry Finnis the main of several
books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Guadalupe Baxter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Jim Dilemma: Reading
Race in Huckleberry Finn that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Jim Dilemma: Reading Race in Huckleberry Finn
become your own personal starter.

Lawrence Elam:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Jim Dilemma: Reading Race in Huckleberry Finn why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Sandy Reid:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book The Jim Dilemma: Reading Race in Huckleberry Finn. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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