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The oldest Islamic biography of Muhammad, written in the mid-eighth century, relates that the prophet died
at Medina in 632, while earlier and more numerous Jewish, Christian, Samaritan, and even Islamic sources
indicate that Muhammad survived to lead the conquest of Palestine, beginning in 634-35. Although this
discrepancy has been known for several decades, Stephen J. Shoemaker here writes the first systematic study
of the various traditions.

Using methods and perspectives borrowed from biblical studies, Shoemaker concludes that these reports of
Muhammad's leadership during the Palestinian invasion likely preserve an early Islamic tradition that was
later revised to meet the needs of a changing Islamic self-identity. Muhammad and his followers appear to
have expected the world to end in the immediate future, perhaps even in their own lifetimes, Shoemaker
contends. When the eschatological Hour failed to arrive on schedule and continued to be deferred to an ever
more distant point, the meaning of Muhammad's message and the faith that he established needed to be
fundamentally rethought by his early followers.

The larger purpose of The Death of a Prophet exceeds the mere possibility of adjusting the date of
Muhammad's death by a few years; far more important to Shoemaker are questions about the manner in
which Islamic origins should be studied. The difference in the early sources affords an important opening
through which to explore the nature of primitive Islam more broadly. Arguing for greater methodological
unity between the study of Christian and Islamic origins, Shoemaker emphasizes the potential value of non-
Islamic sources for reconstructing the history of formative Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Death of a
Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) will give you new experience in studying a book.

John James:

This The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the
Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Alice Wilkerson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the
Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and
the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion).

Heather Killen:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations:



Rereading Late Ancient Religion) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Death of a Prophet: The End of Muhammad's Life and
the Beginnings of Islam (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You can more inviting than now.
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