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Between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries, most of the English common lands were enclosed—taken,
by force, out of the hands of local collective use and privatized. The resistance to capitalism’s “primitive
accumulation,” registered in recurring peasant revolts, failed to stem this tide of what we now call
“privatization”—but it spilt over into Romanticism’s own advocacy of a kind of literary commons.
Underground in “the literary” since the nineteenth century, the fight against enclosure resurfaces today
amidst continuing capitalist accumulations and a renascent sense of the commons under globalization.

In The Commons we wander the English countryside with the so-called mad peasant poet John Clare, just
escaped from an Essex asylum and walking the more than eighty miles to his home in Helpston; we pick
wild fruit with anarchist Henry David Thoreau, also newly escaped from jail (for not paying his poll tax);
and we comb the English Lake District, undermining William Wordsworth’s proprietary claim upon it, with
a host of authors of Romantic Guides and Tours.

Resisting enclosure with each word, tearing down (intellectual) property’s fencing, wandering in search of
new commons, new spaces outside property’s exclusive and excluding domain—The Commons veers in and
out of history to find spaces of linguistic hope. What we have named, in less inspired moments, “allusion,”
“borrowing,” or even (pretentiously) “intertextuality” is just this fact that poetry proves again and again: our
languages are common. Shared. Un-enclosable.

The Commons is another installment of what Collis has called (half in jest) “The Barricades Project”—a
broadly based, historically ranging test of the old adage that “poetry is the revolutionary act par excellence.”
It includes Anarchive (2005) and will eventually continue in The Red Album. The Commons includes an
introduction to “The Barricades Project,” written by Collis’ collaborators Alfred Noyes and Ramon
Fernandez.
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From reader reviews:

John Rivera:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Commons? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Patricia Dennis:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Commons will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Margarita Culbertson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Commons
suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Commonsis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Daniel Scott:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Commons can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.
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