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In the tiny Russian province of Kalmykia, obsession with chess has reached new heights. Its leader, a
charismatic and eccentric millionaire/ex--car salesman named Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, is a former chess prodigy
and the most recent president of FIDE, the world's controlling chess body. Despite credible allegations of his
involvement in drug running, embezzlement, and murder, the impoverished Kalmykian people have rallied
around their leader's obsession---chess is played on Kalmykian prime-time television and is compulsory in
Kalmykian schools. In addition, Kalmyk women have been known to alter their traditional costumes of
pillbox hats and satin gowns to include chessboard-patterned sashes.

The Chess Artist is both an intellectual journey and first-rate travel writing dedicated to the love of chess and
all of its related oddities, writer and chess enthusiast J. C. Hallman explores the obsessive hold chess exerts
on its followers by examining the history and evolution of the game and the people who dedicate their lives
to it. Together with his friend Glenn Umstead, an African-American chessmaster who is arguably as chess
obsessed as Ilyumzhinov, Hallman tours New York City's legendary chess district, crashes a Princeton Math
Department game party, challenges a convicted murderer to a chess match in prison, and travels to
Kalmykia, where they are confronted with members of the Russian intelligence service, beautiful translators
who may be spies, seven-year-old chess prodigies, and the sad blight of a land struggling toward capitalism.

In the tradition of The Professor and the Madman, Longitude, and The Orchid Thief, Hallman transforms an
obsessive quest for obscure things into a compulsively readable and entertaining weaving of travelogue,
journalism, and chess history.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-
book.

Jo Villegas:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Chess Artist:
Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game.

Norma Ochoa:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession,
and the World's Oldest Game, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Vincent Mickens:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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