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Early modern bodies, particularly menstruating and pregnant bodies, were not stable signifiers. Menstruation
and Procreation in Early Modern France presents the first full-length discussion of menstruation and its
uncertain connections with embodied sex, gender and reproduction in early modern France. Attitudes to
menstruation are explored in three inter-linked arenas: medicine, moral theology and law across the sixteenth
to the eighteenth centuries. Drawing on a wide range of diverse sources, including court records and private
documents, the author uses case studies to explore the relationship between the exceptional corporeality of
individuals and attempts to construct menstrual norms, reflecting on how early modern individuals, lay or
otherwise, grappled with the enigma of menstruation. She analyzes how early modern men and women
accounted for the function, recurrence and appearance of menstruation, from its role in maintaining health to
the link between other physiological and bodily processes, including those found in both male and female
bodies. She questions the assumption that menstruation was exclusively associated with women by the
second half of the eighteenth century, arguing that whilst sex-related, menstruation was not sex-specific even
at the turn of the nineteenth. Menstruation remains a contentious topic today. This book is not, therefore,
simply a study of periods in early modern France, but is also of necessity an exploration about the nature and
constitution of historical evidence, particularly bodily evidence and how historians use this evidence. It
raises important questions about the concept of certainty and about the value of observation, testimony,
expertise, the nature of language and the construction of bodily truths - about the body as witness and the
body as evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern
France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jennifer Fields:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Menstruation and Procreation in
Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Maria Clyburn:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Menstruation and Procreation in
Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Irene Carpenter:

This Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern
World) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book



kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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